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PURPOSE 

These activities are designed to provide children and youth (10 – 18 years old) with creative and 

practical solutions to combating climate change and promoting Creation Care. 

 

This Pack is inspired by THE FACE OF GOD film, produced by the Orthodox Fellowship of the 

Transfiguration (OFT). It is not intended to incite alarm and we certainly do not want to turn the 

youth into self-serving political pawns or eco-terrorists. We want young people to feel they are 

making a positive difference within a strictly Orthodox spiritual mindset. These activities can be 

adapted to suit each parish and their youth, suggestions are warmly welcomed.  

 

If you plan to implement a project, you will receive a Certificate of Achievement from OFT and 

your endeavours will be promoted through our global network. Your efforts will encourage 

other parishes and youth groups to imitate these positive actions. Please email 

contact@ikonama.com to inform us of your plans.  

 

We would appreciate any postings of your projects or events on social media to be tagged with 

“FaceofGodFilm” or send us photos/video to contact@ikonama.com to share via our networks. 

mailto:contact@ikonama.com
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PROJECT IDEAS 

Renewed Creation Planting Project 

Young people receive seeds, whether it be for fruit/vegetables or non-eatable plants, along 

with instructions. The purpose of this project is to: 

 encourage youth to appreciate where their food comes from,  

 how to achieve food sustainability, 

 reduce the amount of CO2 to transport and produce food, 

 increase the number plants to remove CO2, improving air quality, 

 provide more food and habitats for native wildlife, and  

 appreciate the wide biodiversity of nature.  

 

It is important to research what grows best in your local area and time of season. Regarding 

vegetables, heirloom varieties are best as they encourage youth to collect the seeds after 

harvest (generating a greater sense of self-reliance) and quality of produce is better.  
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Garden of Eden & Food Program  

Allocate an area of parish land and create a community garden which is run by the youth. This 

offers the youth and parish community at large so many benefits: 

 encourages community and social interaction, 

 reduces our carbon footprint because people can access fruit and vegetables in person, 

rather than their produce travelling vast distances using fossil fuels, 

 teaches youth sustainable living and gratitude for their food, 

 produce can be used in parish feeding programs, 

 excess produce can be shared with parishioners or sold to raise funds for church 

expenses, 

 improves health of parishioners as produce is grown organically without chemicals and 

pesticides, and 

 teaches youth valuable life skills, including patience. 

 

The size is dependent upon how much space you have to offer and sun-orientation. Depending 

on location, installation of a greenhouse would be beneficial to ensure year-round warm 

conditions for vegetables like tomatoes. Produce can only be protected using natural pesticides 

or other non-chemical based methods. Water should be collected in storage tanks.  
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Day-walk or camp  

 

 

Youth are becoming disconnected from the natural-world. In the film, Fr. Nelios established a 

retreat in Alaska where Orthodox youth could go to contemplate and learn new skills. Parishes 

should look into organising day-trips or week-long camps where their youth can engage with 

nature and rediscover the fingerprint of God in all things.  

 they learn to appreciate the beauty of nature, 

 contemplate how their choices are impacting the environment which God created, 

 build new friendships with fellow Orthodox youth, 

 develop character, 

 learn new skills, such as, survival, fishing or crafts, 

 improve their health, and  

 disconnect themselves, at least for a short while, from social media. 

 

If day-trips are more likely to be popular, the types of places urban youth can be taken include, 

farm, bush/woodland, coastal areas or national parks. These excursions can incorporate aspects 

of the film to demonstrate why it is important to protect the environment.  
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Art competitions  

 

 

Parishes can create their own creative competitions which tie in aspects of Orthodox 

spirituality, scripture and Creation Care. 

 

These competitions can be organised through the parish’s Sunday School or youth fellowships. 

Prizes could include spiritual items (such as books or icons) or prizes donated by the parish 

community.  

 

Some examples include: 

 youth watch the film then take a scene and recreate it in any artistic medium 

 photo competition which celebrates Creation and/or how we neglect it   

 make a short-film telling their story about their personal relationship with the 

environment  

 

All creative projects are encouraged to be made using environmentally-friendly materials.  
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Save the World Penny-by-Penny Project 

This initiative is focussed on fundraising and teaching of good habits.  

 

Based upon “work-reward” motivation, the youth save pocket money which they earned 

through doing chores or gift-money.  After a 6-month period, whatever amount raised can go 

towards a charitable cause which helps reduce the harm caused by environmental and resource 

degradation. Examples can include, but not limited: 

 purchase food items for church pantry/kitchen programs 

 donate to sponsor-child programs  

 purchase energy-efficient products for low-income families  

 animal shelters 

 funds for parish environmental projects 

  

At the end of the collection period, each child receives a Certificate of Gratitude. This project is 

designed to reward children for taking on responsibilities and implementing Christian charity.  

 

Fast-friendly cooking classes  

Fasting within the Orthodox Church is an important spiritual practice. It just so happens a vegan 

diet is also beneficial to the environment, because eating less animal products means breeding 

fewer animals which means less methane in the atmosphere.  

 

Hosting small cooking classes will teach youth: 

 spiritual importance of fasting 

 useful life-skill and ability to feed oneself  

 pass on traditional recipes to the next generation 

 health benefits of eating less, but eating more fresh produce 
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Young Inventors Competition  

A great way to get youth to help tackle climate change is to encourage them to find solutions.  

 

Ask your youth to think of ideas and create solutions which will help clean up the oceans, 

reduce energy consumption, etc.  

 

Here are some examples from youth around the world:  

 Sahil Doshi (14 years-old) invented PolluCell. Using recycled aluminum and copper 

guitar strings, Doshi created an eco-friendly battery. This battery converts carbon 

dioxide into energy to lower carbon emissions and produce an environmentally friendly 

form of energy. 

 Angelina Arora (16 years-old) invented a new type of plastic made from prawn shells. 

 Nikita Rafikov (11 years-old) developed a way to embed green-florescent protein (GFP) 

which is found in certain jellyfish, into windows to light homes without the use of 

electricity. 

 

In order to inspire the youth, encourage them to learn more about materials that are 

renewable, natural and biodegradable. Not only will this competition hopefully give birth to 

new ideas, but will highlight the contribution of Orthodox youth to society.  
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Future Leaders Mentoring Program 

 

 

The next generation will be living and working in a very different world. It is important to equip 

them with the knowledge and skills to pursue careers which will be directly associated or 

affected by climate change. 

 

Create a series of classes through fellowship groups where they are: 

 taught about new and emerging eco-technologies  

 introduced to the Orthodox Church’s eco-theology  

 connect them with organisations which will develop their interests 

 host ZOOM sessions with Orthodox ecologists and theologians 

 communicate and collaborate with other youth groups from around the world  

 

The OFT has a vast collection of online resources and people available to speak (subject to 

availability).  

 

By developing this program, your parish will be preparing future leaders for when they enter 

university and the workforce. It is the next generation who will represent the Church and future 

of humanity.  
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Wisdom of the Ages Project 

Our wasteful consumer-obsessed lifestyle has lead us to the environmental and social crisis we 

are currently experiencing. We forget there was a time not that long ago when life was simpler 

– no refrigeration, Internet or smartphones – and yet people were more content. Go to any 

hipster organic-market and you will see how popular “old” is now. Proof such knowledge and 

values still apply in the 21st century. 

 

Create a series of classes where the youth are taught: 

 skills to make them more self-reliant and avoid always having to buy things 

 to apply themselves and get satisfaction from their efforts  

 culture and values which promote community, reliance on the land and contentment   

 to value their grandparents and heritage  

 improve their social and communication skills 

 

Getting older members from the parish or outsiders is a great way to teach. It is about 

preserving knowledge which can help preserve the environment.  
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CONTACT AND SUPPORT 

faceofgodfilm.com 

 /faceofgodfilm 

 @thefaceofgodfilm 

 contact@ikonama.com 

 +61 423 273 803 
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