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WHO ARE WE? 

The Orthodox Fellowship of the Transfiguration (OFT) is a pan-Orthodox group focussed on  

promoting environmental protection and ecology within the Orthodox Christian tradition.  

 

One of the ways OFT hopes to achieve this is through a 1-hour documentary film it produced, 

THE FACE OF GOD: THE ORTHODOX CHURCH ON CLIMATE CHANGE. Premiering at Byzanfest 

2020, the film will be available to stream for FREE at faceofgodfilm.com from 1st September 

2021 onwards. 

 

A wide selection of people were interviewed, including: scientists, ecologists, bishops, clergy, 

monks, native Alaskans and laity. This film hopes to raise awareness among Orthodox Christians 

of the need to combat climate change both at the individual and parish level.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
L-R: Angela Doll (Producer) &    His Eminence Metropolitan Savas,  

Fr. Kaleeg Hainsworth (writer & director)  Metropolis of Pittsburgh 

 

 

 

  

V. Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield,     V. Rev. Abbot Tryphon,  
Dean of St. Vladimir’s Seminary, New York  All-Merciful Saviour Monastery 

http://www.faceofgodfilm.com/
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WHY DOES CLIMATE CHANGE MATTER? 

Though there are some who feel climate change/environmental protection is merely a political 

issue, the Church does not agree.  

 

“Creation Care” is interwoven into our Orthodox theology. In the Divine Liturgy we ask, “for 

favourable weather, an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and temperate seasons” and “thine 

own of thine own, we offer unto thee, on behalf of all and for all”. Within the Liturgy we ask 

God for the riches of His creation, then we give gratitude and praise as we take His gifts and 

offer them back to Him. We owe it to both the Creator and the next generation to be good 

stewards. This is reinforced by Church leaders. 

 

  

His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople 

“Climate change is a profoundly moral and spiritual problem…We can steer the 

earth towards our children’s future, but we must act now.” 

 

  

 

His Beatitude Patriarch Kyrill of Moscow and All-Russia  

“Clergy and laity are called to protect the environment. Only through restraint, 

respect for others and personal responsibility, based on God’s commandments, 

will humanity overcome its environmental problems.” 

 

 

Patriarch of the Serbian Orthodox Church Irinej  

“Let us all recall the commands of God regarding our use of the earth as Our 

Home…let us responsibly discern the right, holy and proper way to live in this 

time of change and challenge, as a life in Church as a Body of Christ.” 
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Our timeless theology concretely supports taking care of the environment, respectfully use its 

resources and thinking about the impact our actions have on our fellow neighbour.  

 

So, how do we make a difference? 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIESTS OF CREATION 
 

 

 

 

 

In order to change attitudes and contribute to the spiritual ecology our Divine Liturgy calls us to 

implement, leadership from our priests and their parish Committees is crucial.  

 

The community looks to its priests and spiritual leaders for guidance and direction. Since 

protection of the environment is part of that vocation it is these leaders who need to action 

“eco-theology”. 

 

There are several ways to easily and effectively make a difference at the parish level. We have 

created several options which your parish can adopt. 
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PARISH PARTICIPATION 

Online presence  

The simplest and easiest option is to make the film, and its accompanying resources, available 

to your community online.  

 

SHARE the website, www.faceofgodfilm.com, via your social media platforms, mailing lists and 

other contacts. If you share on Facebook, please tag us @FaceofGodFilm. 

 

Another option is to EMBED the film on your parish’s website using the following code: 

<iframe src="https://player.vimeo.com/video/590235059?h=4b6e7e7d95" 

width="640" height="360" frameborder="0" allow="autoplay; fullscreen; picture-in-

picture" allowfullscreen></iframe> 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.faceofgodfilm.com/
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Screenings 

Though this is dependent upon your local COVID restrictions, hosting a physical screening is a 

great way to not only promote the Church’s environmental message, but to have a social event 

that encourages fellowship amongst your parishioners. The screening can be hosted even 

somewhere as simple as a church hall.  

 

There is no screening fee if streaming directly from the website, however, we would appreciate 

if you notify our Distributor (contact@ikonama.com) where and when the screening is 

happening so we know how far our film is reaching across the globe.  

 

If you plan to charge ticket admission or donation-at-the-door, we humbly request 10% of 

those collections to help fund our mission work.  

 

If you secure a sponsor to host the screening we also require a 20% share of those funds. Please 

contact our Distributor to discuss these options.  

 

 

 

mailto:contact@ikonama.com


6 
 

Fellowship/group study  

Incorporate the film and extensive online resources from www.faceofgodfilm.com with a 

fellowship group. The aim here is to encourage further discussion and understanding of climate 

change by studying the theological and scientific need for environment preservation.   

 

You can even create a fellowship group dedicated to promoting the Church’s ecological mission. 

This will generate engagement both within your local church and wider community.  

 

The group can host a number of special educational events to promote Creation Care and 

inform parishioners how they can combat environmental degradation. Some examples of topics 

include: 

 Understanding the science behind climate change 

 The Church’s theology on ecology  

 Tips to save resources 

 Cooking demonstrations which promote fast-friendly meals which also reduces our 

carbon-footprint  

 Information on government rebates to entice adoption of energy and water-saving 

technologies  

 How to reduce waste around the home 

 Closely examining the wasteful aspects of our consumer-based culture 

 

Email contact@ikonama.com for suggested course outline.  

 

ZOOM appearances 

As part of a screening or fellowship study group, we can arrange key people, including the 

filmmakers, to appear via ZOOM for Q&A and/or workshop sessions.  

 

Please contact our Distributor (contact@ikonama.com) for availability.  

http://www.faceofgodfilm.com/
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PARISH ACTION  

 

 

Energy Audit  

A review of your church's operations is a great way to identify where you are wasting resources 

and money.  

 

You can employ a professional Energy Auditor or your parish Committee can perform its own 

audit. See link for a free Audit Form: https://bit.ly/2VmicdJ  

 

Some of the most common things to look for are:  

 leaking taps 

 non-programmable thermostats 

 unsealed windows  

 lack of wall and/or roof insulation  

 old technology for heating and cooling systems  

 

https://bit.ly/2VmicdJ
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Parish Committee for Creation Care  

Create a committee or nominate someone (an EcoLeader) to represent and coordinate the 

parish’s Creation Care projects. 

 

This committee can comprise of several people from the Parish Board, laity or youth. They are 

to work in conjunction with the parish priest to help develop and implement programs and 

projects. This will greatly help reduce the already heavy workload of the priest.  

 

They should identify a list of achievable goals that can all be done within a 12-month period.  

 

 

 

40-day Pledge  

This involves a parish choosing to do something which will help combat climate change and can 

be achieved within 40-days. Examples include: 

 organise one of the many kid-friendly activities from the “Youth Action Pack”, including 

multi-media competitions  
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 start-up a food program to feed the hungry 

 organise a Planting/Revegetation Day with your local government/environmental group  

 have a recycle container located on church property to collect plastic/glass/paper  

 install water collection tanks 

 install solar panels 

 host a used-clothing event that can double as a church-fundraiser  

 replace lighting with LED-energy saving globes  

 install skylights 

 redesign parish’s landscaping to include more native vegetation hence increasing 

biodiversity  

 sign up to energy providers who only produce Green Energy  

 use only recyclable goods to reduce landfill waste   

 set-up a community garden with composting 

 replace inefficient components of parish buildings with high energy-rating materials  

 

If you are able to do this within 40-days, your parish will receive a Certificate of Achievement 

and your endeavours will be promoted throughout our global network. In order to sign-up to 

make a pledge, please email contact@ikonama.com to receive a registration form.  
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Incorporating Feastdays and scripture 

 

These initiatives can be coupled with your parish’s feastday celebrations. This way your 

parishioners can understand the importance of looking after the environment within the 

Orthodox spiritual life/experience. Here are some examples:  

 

 Theophany can be celebrated with the installation of a water tank.  

 Transfiguration of our Lord, where first harvest fruits/vegetables are blessed can be 

commemorated with parishioners also donating food items to the parish food bank. 

 Elevation of the Holy and Life-Giving Cross, where people are given springs of basil, can 

also be given tree seedlings which, when planted, will help absorb CO2 from the 

atmosphere.  

 New Church Year, announce programs that makes a big difference to environment 

protection.  

 Birth of Panagia and Christmas, donate items to needy families, both locally and 

overseas.  
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The same applies to looking at passages of scripture and psalms relatable to the environment 

and creating projects to suit. For example: 

“God saw everything He had made, an indeed, it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31) 

 

“All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was 

made.” (John 1:3) 

 

"That in His hand is the life of every living thing, and the breath of every man."  

(Job 12:10) 

 

You can also incorporate the lives of the saints and their relationship with nature: 

 Panagia’s garden being Mount Athos.  

 St. Seraphim of Sarov – close connection with nature: praying on a rock and friendly 

with the wild animals, especially his bear friend. 

 St. Porphyrios – his poetic teachings using the natural world as inspiration.  

 St. Herman of Alaska – living in the wildness peacefully among the indigenous people.  
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CHILDREN & YOUTH PROJECTS  

This can be actioned through your Sunday School and/or youth fellowship programs. 

 

Please refer to the separate “Youth Action Pack for Climate Change”.  

 

 

 

 

faceofgodfilm.com 

 /faceofgodfilm 

 @thefaceofgodfilm 

 contact@ikonama.com 

 +61 423 273 803 
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