
PASCHA (Easter), is the ultimate celebration- the
Feast of Feasts. It is so important, that it cannot be
simply considered a "Great Feast". Whilst many
Great Feasts are commemorated on a certain
calendar date, others revolve around Pascha:

Great and Holy Pascha

Following the glorious miracle of
raising Lazarus from the dead, Christ
is received as a king. The story of
Palm Sunday is recorded in all four of
the Gospels: Matthew 21:1-11, Mark
11:1-10, Luke 19:28-38 and John 12:12-
18. It is an acknowledgment of both
Jesus’ Kingship and as the Suffering
Servant.

Palm Sunday

The Sunday before Pascha
Christ triumphantly enters  Jerusalem

The descent of the Holy Spirit upon
the Apostles, whilst gathered in the
upper room in Jerusalem, is found in
Acts 2. It is an acknowledgment of
The Holy Spirit’s engagement within
the Church, which allows the Apostles
to preach and baptise the nations.

Pentecost

50 days after Pascha
The Holy Spirit descends

Jesus Christ Ascends from the Earth
where He is seated at the right hand of
God the Father. The account can be
found in Acts 1:3-11, Mark 16:19 &
Luke 24:50-53. It is acknowledgment
that Christ is the Son of God and
Redeemer of the world.

The Ascension of Christ

40 days after Pascha
Jesus Christ ascends into Heaven

Great Feasts
The Twelve

Orthodox
Church

of the"I will give thanks to You, O Lord, with my whole
heart; I will tell of all Your wondrous things" (Psalm 9:2)
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Found by St. Helen, in Jerusalem, in
the year 326AD. Orthodox faithful
celebrate this feast by processing
around the Church, with the cross
mounted on a tray decorated with
basil leaves and flower petals.
Acknowledgment of Christ’s true
death on the Cross for the life of the
world.

Elevation of the Holy Cross

The finding of the
Precious & Life-Giving Cross14

SEP

Known as ‘the Theophany’, meaning a
‘manifestation of God, refering to the
revelation of the Holy Trinity.
God the Father speaks from Heaven,
God the Son is baptised by St. John
the Baptist, in the river Jordan, God
the Holy Spirit appears as a dove. It is
an acknowledgment of Christ’s
example, that leads to salvation.

The Theophany

The Baptism of Jesus Christ
6

JAN

In the city of Bethlehem, an account
of this event is described early on in
the Gospels of St. Matthew & St Luke.
A large group of Angels gave praise
and sang:  "Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, and good
will toward men" (Luke 2:14). It is an
acknowledgment of Christ’s true
Incarnation in the flesh.

The Nativity of Christ

The Birth of Jesus Christ
25

DEC

Christ is brought to the Temple and
with His parents is met by the 'God-
Receiver' Simeon and the Prophetess
Anna, who are among the last
righteous people of the Old
Testament. This account is found in
the 2nd chapter of St Luke’s Gospel. It
is an acknowledgment of Christ as the
light to the Gentiles and glory of
Israel.

Presentation of the Lord

Christ's enters the Temple
forty days after his birth.2

FEB

Mary’s parents, Joachim and Anna
were visited by an Angel of the Lord,.
After being childless for many years,
they received the blessing of the Lord,
and had Mary. This feast is an
acknowledgment of Mary’s birth, the
woman who will bear God in the flesh.

The Nativity of the Theotokos

The birth of the Theotokos
and Ever-Virgin Mary8

SEP

Jesus appears in His Divine Glory
before the Apostles Peter, James and
John. The event of the
Transfiguration is recorded in three
of the four Gospels: Matthew 17:1-9,
Mark 9:2-8 and Luke 9:28-36. It is an
acknowledgment of Christ’s fully
Divine and fully Human Nature.

The Transfiguration

Christ’s metamorphosis
on Mount Tabor6

AUG

The Theotokos is offered at the age of
3, as a fulfilment of the promise her
parents made to the Lord. She dwells
in the Temple for nine years and later
is entrusted to Joseph as the guardian
of her virginity. It is an
acknowledgment of Mary’s total
dedication to God and her future
vocation as the Mother of the
Incarnate Lord.

Presentation of the Theotokos

Mary's entrance 
to the Temple21

NOV

She responds positively by saying “Let
it be according to your word.” This
story is found in the first chapter of
Luke 1:26-39. It is an acknowledgment
of the profound willingness and trust
that the Theotokos has in God.

The Annunciation

Angel Gabriel informs Mary 
that she will bear the Saviour25

MAR

Many of the disciples, who were
scattered around the world were
gathered by angels to see the
Theotokos before she fell asleep and
was translated to Heaven. The account
of this event is not found in the
Gospels but is based on tradition. It is
an acknowledgment of the holy and
blessed life that the Theotokos did,
indeed live.

The Dormition of the Theotokos

Mary’s falling asleep 
and translation to heaven15

AUG

The one who bore God (carried in her womb).
She is the one who gives birth to God.

What does Theotokos mean?

The Church calendar starts on September 1st?!
This is called the Ecclesiastical (Church) New Year

Did you know!?


