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Sunday of the Paralytic

THE EPISTLE
The Reading is from Acts of the Apostles 9:32-42

IN THOSE DAYS, as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints that lived at Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden for eight years and was paralyzed. And Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed." And immediately he rose. And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord. Now there was at Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which means Dorcas. She was full of good works and acts of charity. In those days she fell sick and died; and when they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him entreating him, "Please come to us without delay." So Peter rose and went with them. And when he had come, they took him to the upper room. All the widows stood beside him weeping, and showing tunics and other garments which Dorcas made while she was with them. But Peter put them all outside and knelt down and prayed; then turning to the body he said, "Tabitha, rise." And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave her his hand and lifted her up. Then calling the saints and widows he presented her alive. And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.
THE GOSPEL

At that time, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Hebrew called Bethesda which has five porticoes. In these lay a multitude of invalids, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water; for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool, and troubled the water; whoever stepped in first after the troubling of the water was healed of whatever disease he had. One man was there, who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him and knew that he had been lying there a long time, he said to him, "Do you want to be healed?" The sick man answered him, "Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is troubled, and while I am going another steps down before me." Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your pallet, and walk." And at once the man was healed, and he took up his pallet and walked.

Now that day was the sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who was cured, "It is the sabbath, it is not lawful for you to carry your pallet." But he answered them, "The man who healed me said to me, 'Take up your pallet, and walk.' "They asked him, "Who is the man who said to you, 'Take up your pallet, and walk'?" Now the man who had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. Afterward, Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, "See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse befall you." The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him.

TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION IN TONE 3
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a Mighty act with his own arm. He hath trampled death by death and became the first born from the dead. He has delivered us from the depth of hades,  granting the world the great Mercy.
TROPARION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE 4

Your Nativity O Theotokos has proclaimed joy to all the universe, for from you has risen the Sun of Righteousness Christ our God. Having annulled the curse he bestowed the blessing, having abolished death he gave us eternal life 

KONTAKION OF PASCHA
When you descended into the grave, O Immortal, you destroyed the power of Hades. In Victory you arose, O Christ God, proclaiming Rejoice to the Myrrh-Baring Women, granting peace to your apostles and bestowing Resurrection of the fallen.

THE "BRIDGE" BETWEEN TWO GREAT FEASTS
The Wednesday following the Sunday of the Paralytic has long been viewed as a significant day by our Holy Orthodox Church. This day falls exactly between the two great Feasts of Pascha and Pentecost, and is, therefore, called the "FEAST OF MID-PENTECOST." There is evidence the the Church observed this day in a special manner even before the time of St. John Chrysostom in the early 5th century. The basis for this observance is found in the Gospel of St. John: "NOW ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF THE FEAST JESUS WENT UP INTO THE TEMPLE AN TAUGHT." (John 7:14) Christ was in Jerusalem for the "Feast of Tabernacles," an autumn festival of harvest for the Jews. Our Lord used this occasion as an opportunity to proclaim His divine mission: "MY DOCTRING IS NOT MY OWN, BUT HIS WHO SENT ME." (John 7:16) During the Feast of Tabernacles, a procession was made with water from the pool of Siloam to the Temple, commemorating the water flowing from the rock which Moses struck in the wilderness. Christ point out: "IF ANYONE THIRSTS, LET HIM COME TO ME AND DRINK. HE WHO BELIEVES IN ME, AS THE SCRIPTURE HAS SAID, OUT OF HIS HEART WILL FLOW RIVERS OF LIVING WATER." (John 7:37-38) With these words, Jesus lays the groundwork for the coming of the Holy Spirit on the first Christian Pentecost.

The Feast of Mid-Pentecost serves to strengthen our faith in the Risen Christ and to inspire us to observe God's commandments. As we sing in the Sticheras of Praise at Matins (Orthros) on this day, this is all done ". . . SO THAT WE MAY BECOME WORTHY TO CELEBRATE THE ASCENSION AND RECEIVE THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT." 


Our Website is now up and will be updated regaruly, the address is http://www.antiochian.org.au/SaintMaryMaysHill 
Check it out and add it to your favourites today.  



